
Convoy 27 

Paraguay   08/09/09 - 25/09/09 

The convoy consisted of Davie Kay, (FF&RS) Tom McLucas, (FF&RS) Gary Johnstone, (Dundee 

International Airport) Gordon T. Stewart, (FF&RS Mechanical Technician) Jim McDonald, (FF&RS 

Retired) 

8th. / 9th.  

We got the plane at Edinburgh at 1840 and arrived in Asuncion on the 9th. At 1030 where the 

weather was cold. That afternoon we went to Lambare where the governor of the town handed 

over a cheque to the station for equipment. 

Thursday 10th.  

Davie had been communicating with some Argentineans prior to our trip and we had a meeting 

with 3 of them this morning. They come from a village near Formosa which has no fire-service, no 

ambulance and a 3 hour drive to the nearest hospital. During our meeting we decided to send a 

two person team (Davie and Gary) to do some initial training and assessment of the area. We also 

had a meeting with Pierre and Marcos to finalise the training that we would be delivering. We 

went to a BBQ that night to meet some of the people that we would be working with. 

Friday 11th.  

Tom, Gary and I were collected at 0800 and taken to the Palace of Justice to see some of the 

improvements that we recommended last year. We spent a few hours going round the building 

and it was nice to see some of the recommendations that we had put forward starting to be 

implemented. We then went to the Superior Education Institute, (National University of 

Asuncion) where we discussed ideas about fire-safety in schools. The weather has been very cold 

and wet; we thought that we had escaped this when we left the UK. (Wrong) 

 

 

Saturday 12th. 

Collected by Peter Logan and taken on a tour of some stations as Tom, Gary and Gordon have not 

seen much or none of the local station. 



We Visited Villa Elisa, Nemby, Ypane, Villeta and Ita. All these stations were kept to a high 

standard and all the personnel were enthusiastic.  

  

                                       

 

 



                       

           Nemby Fire Truck                                                   Ypane Rescue Vehicle 

 

           

                                                                         Ita Fire Truck converted by themselves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday 14th. 

We went to the air force base to arrange training for the Special Forces and Bomberos. Training 

will be Breathing Apparatus, Search and Rescue, Building and Aircraft Fires and if we have some 

time Fire Safety. We then went to Bravo Golf station in Asuncion to do some RTC and search 

techniques. We finished at 1900hrs. 

 

 

Gary showing the students some of the search techniques on his computer. 

 

Tuesday 15th. 

Tom and I had a meeting with Pierre, Marcos, Jorge and Hans Singer Comandante Nacional of 

Junta Nacional de Cuerpo de Bomberos Voluntarios Del Paraguay with a revised training schedule 

for our trip to the outlaying stations which will take us about a week to complete. We left at 1100 

hrs. For a six hour trip to San Pedro. This is a newly formed brigade with an American Fire Truck 

with some equipment and only two sets of PPE. 

 



 

They wanted to know how to prime the pump from open water, so went down to the river and 

showed them. It would not work due to missing washers on the suction hose, but we showed 

them how to rectify it. 

Wednesday16th. 

 We stayed the night and went to do some pumping with the crew in the morning but first we 

both had a radio interview for the local radio station. We went to the local park where we did 

pump drills, hose running and branch holding. The appliance and pump were working fine. We 

were of to our next station Salto Del Guairá which was a six hour drive away. They have some 

very good appliances but very little equipment. We went down to the Rio Paraná which is at the 

bottom of station ground but we were warned about snakes and pumas. We then went to an 

inauguration of Fire-fighters in a nearby town which the Presidente of the Junta attended. We left 

at 2000hrs.to go to Presidente Franco which was 260 km away but we missed the turn off by 

approx 90 km so did not arrive until 0130hrs after driving through a thunderstorm with an 

amazing light show. We stayed two nights at the station. 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 17th. 

Up at 0600 hrs and after breakfast we were taken to Salto del Rio Monday waterfalls which were 

spectacular due to all the rain that we had the previous day. In the afternoon we visited Itapúa 

dam which is the largest Hydro-electric generating station in the world. We left about 1730 and 

went to San Alberto who has a Green Goddess which was spotless. 

 

 

We got back to the station for 2000hrs for training which included Practical Fireman -ship and 

Flashover and Backdraught which we finished at 2230hrs. And then we had a BBQ to finish of the 

day. We had another interpreter whose name was Monica. She came to Paraguay a few years ago 

with the peace corp. and liked Paraguay so much decided to stay. When you have a good 

interpreter it makes your job so much easier especially when they are a fire-fighter as well. 

Friday 18th. 



There was thunder and lightning and very heavy rainfall during the night. We left at 0930 and 

went to Santa Rita where they have a large station with lots of room for the appliances to be kept 

inside. All the equipment was old but still serviceable and there was only three lengths of delivery 

hose. 

 

 

 

Next stop was Naranjal which means (orange tree.) I have been coming to Paraguay for the last 

five years and this station and appliance is without a doubt the best kept that I have seen yet. The 

lockers, equipment and station were pristine. They have an air compressor for charging BA 

cylinders mounted on a table with a cover made to fit over it. If they don’t have any special 

equipment they will manufacture it and this happens in quite a few stations that we have visited. 



 

 

           

 

Our last visit was to Colonias Unidas and then off to our hotel for 1800hrs. We had some prepping 

to do for the training at the weekend. 

 

Saturday 19th. 

We were collected by Hans at 0800hrs and taken to Capt. Miranda which was about an hours 

drive away. The training started at 1000 hrs where we did Practical Fireman ship, Flashover and 

Backdraught and Door entry Procedure. We finished at 1300hrs for lunch and started back at 

1400 with Hazmats and Decontamination with an exercise to confirm what was taught. The 

exercise went very well and we finished at 1700hrs. Gordon had been at Encarnation and he was 

brought up to join us where we were invited to the spring festival as guests of honour. We were 

seated next to the governor of Capt. Miranda and the other dignitaries. It started at 2000hrs and 



did not finish until 2330. It was one of the best nights that we have had in Paraguay, as it was so 

colourful with the decorated floats and dancers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday20th. 

Collected from our hotel at 0800hrs and Tom and I were taken to Encarnation for the training at 

1000hrs. Today the training is Trauma and RTC with a practical exercise in the afternoon. We had 

40 students and we did the theory until 1230 when we had lunch. We did the practical from 1330 

until 1600hrs when we signed all the certificates and then handed them out to the students. 

 

 

We then went to the new station where they have a 44 metre TL, a very impressive bit of kit. We 

left for Asuncion at 2000hrs and stopped off at San Ignacio where they had 2 appliances, a Dennis 

and a Mercedes. They did not have a lot of equipment but they can still put out fires. 

Monday 21st. 

Due to unforeseen circumstances we did not get to our bed until 0430 that morning so Davie and 

Gary went to the air force base, where we would join them later. The training finished about 

1500hrs as the area was required by other personnel. 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 22nd. 



Tom is getting collected at 0730 as he is giving fire safety talks to schools, while the rest of us are 

going to the air force base to give practical training on aircraft fires. We had 40 students, 30 

Bomberos and 10 Special Forces and raft fires with mini exercises and a large exercise to finish off 

with. As is usual when in Paraguay everybody gave 100% and entered in the spirit with casualties 

not making it easy to be rescued. It was a very successful exercise as we had St Johns Ambulance 

personnel taking part as well. 

After the exercise the ambulance crew then gave a demonstration of rescuing a casualty from a 

ledge and then taking it down to the ground. 

We then went to the depositary to help unload the 40ft. Container. We did not realise that we 

had put as much equipment as we had in it as it took quite a few hours to unload. It was said that 

this was the best container yet, (wait till they get the next one.) We got back to the apartment at 

2030 hrs very tired. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The container arriving at the Depositary 

 



Wednesday 23rd. 

Up at 0730, breakfast then down the town for last minute shopping. Collected at 1200 hrs. And 

taken to the farewell lunch with the Junta, Tam and I then went to a school at Fernando De La 

Mora to do some Fire Safety input. We finished at 1800 hrs and it was back to finish our packing. 

Davie and I had an interview with a television crew at 2130 which is going to be shown on the 

Discovery Channel. We finished this at 2300 then met the rest of the team for our last drink at the 

pub before leaving the next day. 

 

 

Tam giving the Fire Safety Input 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 24th. 

Up at 0630 as we are leaving at 0800 ish for the flight at 1050 to San Paulo and the long trek 

home. We arrived in Edinburgh at 1700hrs. On the 25th. 

The Bomberos as always are very keen to learn and always enjoy the training sessions. We are 

sharing with them the benefit of all our experiences and they are doing the same with us. Since 

we first went to Paraguay in 2004 there has been a vast change in the professionalism of the 

Bomberos and of course with the internet they are sourcing new ideas and techniques. Because 

there is such a high turnover of staff we have to get the basics right to keep themselves safe and 

to use the equipment safely and proficiently. 

Paraguay is such a vast country with some brigades in some very isolated parts of the country it 

will take some considerable time to get it right which is why IFRA has committed to Paraguay for a 

ten year plan which will then be reviewed. 

 

Jim McDonald 

  

 

 

 

 


